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Disclaimer
 

We hope you enjoy reading this publication, however, we do suggest you read
our disclaimer. 
 
All the material written in this document is provided for informational purposes
only and is general in nature.
 
Every person is a unique individual and what has worked for some, or even
many, may not work for you. Any information perceived as advice must be
considered in light of your own particular set of circumstances. 
 
The author or person sharing this information does not assume any
responsibility for the accuracy or outcome of your use of the content.
 
Every attempt has been made to provide well-researched and up-to-date
content at the time of writing. Now all the legalities have been taken care of,
please enjoy the content.
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INTRODUCTION
 

Dealing with difficult people can be one of the most challenging aspects of any job or
relationship. Whether it's a demanding boss, a stubborn coworker, or a confrontational
family member, difficult people can cause stress, conflict, and frustration in our lives. 

Learning how to manage difficult people is an essential skill for success and
happiness. The good news is that it is a skill. That means it can be learned, and
improved with practice.

This eBook explains why some people feel a need to always be right. You will then
better understand the psychology of difficult people and why they behave the way they
do.

The content focuses mainly on practical strategies and techniques for managing
difficult people in a variety of settings. You will learn how to defuse tense situations,
communicate effectively with difficult people, and turn conflicts into opportunities for
growth and collaboration.

Whether you're a manager dealing with a challenging employee, a team member
struggling with a difficult coworker, or a parent navigating a tricky family dynamic, this
book will provide you with the tools you need to manage difficult people with
confidence and grace. 

So let's get started on the path to a more peaceful and productive life. 
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How Do You Deal with Someone Who Constantly 
Plays The Victim?

Feeling like a victim once in a while, because of someone’s actions, or some situations,
is a normal part of life. 

Your self-worth is affected. 

However, it is a totally different story if someone is constantly playing the victim card.

You may know someone like this. They are constantly complaining about being hurt or
wronged, even with the most trivial of things. They believe that other people or
circumstances are to blame for all their failures and unhappy situations.

If they have a victim mindset, they believe they are helpless to change themselves or
their situation. They also think people are generally unkind to them and that life is not
fair. 

Conscious or Unconscious Motives For Playing The Victim
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A person with a conscious ‘playing the victim’ mindset uses this as a tactic to gain
sympathy or attention. Whereas, a person with an unconscious victim mindset has a
problem that has been created by past abuse or trauma experienced. 

Their behavior has developed over time. Their feelings of helplessness end up
preventing them from making positive changes.

Ways to Deal with Someone Who Constantly Plays the Victim
Any person you know, such as a friend, co-worker, or someone you live with, can
display a victim mindset. If you are fed up with their ‘conscious game’ or if you are
worried about their ‘unconscious behaviors’ there are ways you can deal with them
positively.

Respond with Empathy
People showing a victim mindset do not welcome confrontations or criticism, so it's
best to respond with empathy. Instead of pointing out to them that they are constantly
playing the victim, talk about their negative behaviors and show that you want to help
them change, for the benefit of their emotional health.

Listen Patiently, Up To a Point
Victims have a habit of complaining, but make sure you listen to them patiently for a
short time only, so you will not get frustrated and annoyed. Dwelling on their complaints
together cannot solve them. 

So express your sympathy politely, then make excuses to disengage yourself from the
conversation or change the topic skillfully.
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Validate and Encourage
Validating means understanding not only what they say but also what they feel. Put
yourself in their shoes, so you can understand them better and encourage them to
change. 

Change may not be immediate, but it can make a difference if you validate their
feelings, remind them of your affection, point out their talents or abilities, and
emphasize their achievements. In other words, encourage them where you can.

If it is hard for them to overcome their feelings of being a victim all the time, encourage
them to talk to a therapist. They can identify underlying causes and reasons behind
their victim mindset, what this person’s goals and needs are, and help them create a
plan to change.

Set Boundaries
Some victims make it a habit to blame others, to make them feel guilty, and to accuse
or judge constantly. These people are not pleasant to be around. You need to set
boundaries as to what is acceptable and unacceptable in their behavior towards you.
 
Setting boundaries is a critical part of maintaining a healthy interaction and relationship
with them.

Protect Your Emotional Health
If being around this person is draining you emotionally, you need to take a break. If
they are a workmate, you can request to be moved away from them. If they are close
to you, limit your time with them, or remove yourself from the relationship. 
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The person may realize that their behavior is not helpful and make a better effort to
stop their negative behavior. However, if they play the victim role even harder because
you have taken a stance, protect your well-being by letting the victim go from your life. 

Please note that this is a last resort and may not suit your situation.

In Summary
Being around a person who constantly plays the victim can be challenging and
upsetting. Each person is unique and has different situations and experiences, so
make sure you avoid being judgmental until you know their reasons. You may need to
offer help and be more compassionate. 

Although some people create their dilemmas and misfortunes (as some people love
drama in their life), there is not too much that cannot be overcome with compassion,
patience, and kindness. Therefore, try to overcome the victim’s negativity with your
positivity.
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How Do You Deal with Someone Who 
Is Verbally Abusive?

 
Some people seem to make verbal abuse a habit. 

Examples of verbal abuse include constant blaming and criticizing, insults, unfounded
accusations, name-calling, threats, and yelling. 

Whether it is intentional or unintentional, you should not ignore or excuse being verbally
abused. 

Repeated or constant abuse can cause long-term damage to your emotional health,
causing fear, anxiety, depression, and low self-worth. The intent is to hurt, so it is
essential to protect yourself from this form of cruelty.

Strategies For Dealing With Someone Who Is Verbally Abusive

It is hard to react calmly if you are being slandered or abused by someone. However,
reacting negatively may possibly escalate their behavior and give the person a
perceived excuse for lashing out at you more. 

Here are some strategies that can help you in dealing with a verbal abuser.
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Keep Your Cool At All Times
An abusive person intends to hurt your feelings, and they almost dare you to react to
their insults. However, do not give them that satisfaction. Instead of defending yourself
or engaging in an argument, remain calm and speak in a relaxed manner. 

You could say something like you are sorry they feel that way, to try and subdue their
behavior. Do not talk like them. Stay in control at all times. If you find it hard not to
retaliate, take a deep breath before you say a word. This will help you calm yourself but
also give you a split second to think before you speak.

Let Them Know (If Possible) That You Will Not Tolerate Their Abuse
In some cases, it may be difficult to stand up for yourself. For example, you may not be
able to stand up to your employer or a person who may physically harm you. 

If you do feel safe, you can let them know their behavior offends you, and that you do
not wish them to treat you that way. Be clear and firm in your request that the verbal
abuse is to stop. Remember, nobody has the right to control you or put you down. 

Set Your Boundaries
To set effective boundaries, be firm about the consequences you attach if your
boundaries are crossed. You are your own master, and only you should decide how
close a person is allowed to get to you emotionally and physically. They must prove
their worth before you allow them to cross into your space. That space includes your
headspace too. 

.
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Do Not Hide The Abuse
It is vital to let people close to you know if someone always attacks you verbally. It will
help your mental well-being if you unload the burden of being abused by them all the
time. Unfortunately, you may not have visible proof of their actions towards you, and it
may be even harder if the abuser is always nice to others. 

However, if the people you confide in believe you, they will be able to give you the
emotional support you need. If they do not believe you, you may have to seek
professional help so that you do feel supported. Constant emotional abuse can hurt you
and make you feel isolated from others. 

That is why it is important not to accept their abusive behaviors and hide their abuse
from others. If for any reason, you cannot permanently walk away from the abuser, you
can look for ways to cope. Protect your well-being by spending time away from them
whenever possible.

f you do feel safe, you can let them know their behavior offends you, and that you do
not wish them to treat you that way. Be clear and firm in your request that the verbal
abuse is to stop. Remember, nobody has the right to control you or put you down. 

Remove Yourself From Abusive People and Get Help
When verbal abuse gets out of hand, and if they do not stop, it is time to leave the bad
situation. If you feel unsafe, move to a safe place and stay away permanently. Nobody
deserves to be treated with cruelty, whether it be physical or emotional. Do not hesitate
in getting help if you cannot get out of a relationship with a verbally abusive person.
Seek guidance from an organization that is trained to help people in your situation.
Verbal abuse should not be tolerated. Not ever.

.
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How Do You Deal with Someone Who Blames 
You For Everything?

How do you feel when someone always points the blame at you? Whatever the
problem is, you apparently appear to always be the cause and they hold you
responsible.

It can be frustrating and cause a lot of distress if you are the target of a chronic blamer.
Every time something does not go according to their plans, you are to blame. 

You are the cause of their bad luck and certainly did not help or cooperate when you
should have. However, most things that happen in a person’s life are based on their
own choices and actions. Therefore, if you are allowing someone to continually blame
you for everything, you have only yourself to blame! You need to stop being the brunt
of their accusations. 

That may be easy to say, but it is necessary to know how to deal with someone who
you feel is blaming you unjustly. In some situations, you can just let it go and move on
because everyone makes mistakes. You just should not tolerate habitual blaming
because it can cause you emotional harm, and put a huge strain on your relationship.
 
There are various reasons for this blaming type of behavior, such as low self-esteem
and insecurity issues, personal problems, and selfishness. You may even be dealing
with a narcissist. Regardless of the reason, there are dignified ways of dealing with this
kind of person.
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Ways To Stop Being Blamed

Recognize Their Behavior and Do NOT Tolerate It
If someone is constantly blaming you, realize that you are in a one-sided relationship
and they are not respecting you. You need to recognize their abusive behavior and
stand your ground. The person will see by your actions that you will not tolerate their
abuse. Be more assertive and refuse to be accountable for their false accusations.

Look For The Truth
When someone blames you for something, it may be because they are hiding
something they did. They want to avoid being responsible for their actions, so they
transfer the blame onto you. You have to find and reveal the truth because the chronic
accuser’s version is obviously false. You do not have to take the blame if you know
that it was not your fault. You can avoid being the scapegoat if you can find the truth. 

Communicate Your Feelings
If the blamer is not doing it knowingly, and you know they have enough understanding
and empathy, it is beneficial for both of you to share your feelings caused by their
behavior. Be direct and specific, because the person may be unaware that their
behavior troubles you. 

Avoid using accusatory words, such as always and never. It will only make them
defensive. Communicating your concerns is effective for receptive persons only,
where you have the chance to build a healthier relationship. Let them know you will
keep on sharing your feelings if there is a repeat of their behavior. 
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When Necessary, Distance Yourself From Chronic Blamers
Sharing your feelings will not work with abusive, manipulative, and narcissistic people.
To protect their inflated ego, they will not acknowledge their mistakes even if the truth
is in front of everybody to see. They will still deny their actions and blame you unjustly. 

You must be careful, as some people may punish you physically for being assertive.
At times, they may also make feigned apologies to appease you after a conflict. You
need to stay away from them and avoid being affected emotionally to preserve your
health and sanity. 

Set Your Personal Boundaries
Set your boundaries and maintain healthy boundaries by limiting the information you
share and physically distancing yourself from the blamer. 
If necessary, you may have to end the relationship altogether, for your self-
preservation. Being combative or appearing meek will only allow them to repeat the
blaming behavior.

If a person blames you habitually, it can cause physical, psychological, and emotional
abuse. It can be harmful to your well-being if you are continually accused of things. So
make sure you do this step.

Practice Empathy
Having empathy for the blamer by being non-reactive and understanding may help
calm them down and respond positively. It will help you cope better if you do not take
the blame personally, but recognize that the other person has a problem. 
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There may be underlying issues that you and the blamer are not aware of. Often, their
behavior is not intended for you but is a coping mechanism for them. They may have
unresolved negative feelings from their childhood. They may be unconsciously
diverting responsibility for their shortcomings, to avoid shame or rejection.

Make The Person Realize The Need To Change
If your relationship with the chronic accuser is important to you, tell them about your
apprehensions when both of you are calm. Make them realize they have a behavior
problem that needs to be addressed and remedied. 

If it is severe, the person can seek professional help to prevent their abusive
behaviors from continuing and damaging their relationships. If they want to fix the
problem, they can, but only they can.

In Summary
Dealing with someone in your life who always blames you for everything is not
acceptable by any means. Hopefully, you can try some of the above suggestions and
ease the situation. Remember your self-worth is important and you do not want it to be
crushed. Whatever you do, do not let them affect your happiness in life. 
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·They blame you for everything and don't care how you feel about that.
·Belittle you and make offensive comments.
·They butt in when you are talking to others.
·Invade your privacy or personal space. 
·Use your personal property without permission.
·They may constantly tell you lies.
·Make you feel worthless and laugh and ridicule you. 
·Gossip about you behind your back.
·Not give you a chance to speak.

How Do You Deal with Someone Who 
Does Not Respect You?

 
People show disrespect in various ways, and it may be someone close to you or one
of your work colleagues. 

If you allow someone to disrespect you, you are also showing disrespect to yourself. 

It is time to start earning respect from others and yourself! When you feel that
someone does not respect you, there are ways to deal with their behavior.
Behavior That Shows They Do Not Respect You

First, let us take a look at behaviors that show you are not getting the respect you
deserve. Here are just a few.
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What To Do If Someone Does Not Respect You
For every action, there is a reaction, but before you react to their negative actions, try
to objectively determine why they treat you like this, so you can find the appropriate
solution. 

If you determine the problem is with them and they show consistent and intentional
disrespect for you, there are actions you can take to resolve the issue amicably. Here
is what you can do.

Communicate Your Feelings To Them
Whether they are close to you or not, you can talk to them directly or indirectly. 
If you want to talk to them directly, make them aware that they have hurt you and that
you are asking them to stop behaving the way they do towards you. Stay calm, and
patient, and do not be offensive in return. You do not want to make them defensive.

It is not easy to talk to someone who ill-treats you but remember your objective is to
know the reasons for their behavior and achieve a peaceful resolution. 

If you want to let them know indirectly that their behavior is disrespectful, especially if
you cannot get a word in when talking to them in the first place, you can ask a trusted
friend or family member to speak to them on your behalf. 

If you are dealing with someone online, instead of reacting and responding with the
same behavior, you can block or unfollow them. They cannot hurt you if you do not
allow it.
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Subdue Rudeness with Kindness
Reacting with kindness to someone’s rudeness may defuse the situation and make
them ultimately change their behavior. Sometimes the other person has grievances
that they are bottling up, and you are someone they lash out at. 

Asking what their problem is and listening to them may be the first step to resolving
their unkind behavior towards you. If they persist, despite your being kind and
respectful to them, be more assertive in your response to their rude behavior.

If All Else Fails, Make Them Stay Away From You
If having a decent conversation is impossible, it is time to avoid them. Keep your
distance or limit your interactions with them. 
Make it clear that if they cannot respect you, they have to stay away from you, as you
will not tolerate their unacceptable behavior. Maintain your self-respect by remaining
calm and composed. 

An effective technique to remain in control is to count to ten. You need to protect your
mental and emotional health from their toxic behavior, so excuse yourself tactfully and
walk away. 
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In Summary
There is a saying that respect is earned, and in most circumstances it is true. No
matter what happens in your life, pursue integrity and trustworthiness. Others will learn
to respect you. 

Live your life and respect yourself more than anyone else! You cannot force people to
respect you since we all have freedom of choice, but you can influence your reactions
to their behavior towards you by considering the above suggestions. 

Learn to be resilient and overcome your differences when someone does not respect
you. It is better to stay calm during these difficult times to avoid added stress in your
life. Do not allow anyone to bring you down anymore. 
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How Do You Deal with Someone Who 
Disagrees with You?

Everybody has an opinion on almost anything, which is why we will encounter people
who will have a different take from our own. 

Wherever you are, you will inevitably cross paths with people who view things
differently from you. 

While dealing with opposing opinions can be bothersome or even annoying at times,
having diverging beliefs can be healthy too. Though it can be difficult, there are
positive ways to deal with someone who strongly disagrees with you. You can take
hold of a situation without losing your cool. 

Here is how.

Listen First Before Responding
Many disagreements happen simply because we fail to fully listen to the other person
before we jump in and respond. How many times have you planned your next
sentence while they are still talking? So you need to listen first. In developing your
communication skills, this part is known as active listening.

When we practice active listening, we show that we are giving our undivided attention
through our words and gestures. For example, we can show that we pay attention to
what they say by asking relevant questions and acknowledging their emotions. 
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We can also paraphrase or summarize what they are saying to gauge if we truly
understand them. Our actions also serve as non-verbal responses. For example,
maintaining eye contact, nodding, and facing the other person squarely show that we
are actively listening.

Understand and Empathize
People have different opinions because we all come from different backgrounds.
Various factors shape how we view the world, such as our life experiences,
environment, and characteristics. 

Politics, race, and religion are often three things to be avoided if you tend to disagree
with a particular person all the time. All these factors form our personal beliefs.
Therefore, the person who disagrees with you all the time could be coming from a
different place to you. 

Instead of being combative with the other person, you need to practice empathy.
Showing that you empathize with them could also lessen the chances of them being
argumentative. Instead of arguing, they will feel that you are trying to understand
where they are coming from. 

A healthier conversation will often ensue.

Look For Common Ground
Even if you disagree on a specific matter, there are things that you and the other
person could agree on. Building on common ground can help signify that the two of
you can conform to something. 

 



mary@productiveleaders.com/www.productiveleaders.com

Keep in mind that the goal of a healthy discussion is not to win but rather to come to
an understanding or to a solution that you can both agree on. One common example
of this scenario is during election season. As we said, politics is not a good topic to
discuss with argumentative, disagreeable people. 

You may find they support the opposing party or candidate, and they are up in arms
and disagreeing with you. As a response, you can always comment on your similarity -
that both of you simply want what is best for the people.

Keep Your Cool
Staying calm in the middle of a disagreement can be challenging. However, we need
to keep calm to prevent the discussion from blowing up and becoming a battle, or
screaming match. One way to remain calm in this situation is to maintain normal
breathing and relax your body. 

Taking deep breaths can help to relax by activating the parasympathetic nerves. You
can also try counting in your head whenever you feel like responding immediately or
retaliating. Deliberately pausing before you respond allows you to be more logical and
less emotional in your words.

Remain Respectful
Remaining respectful despite not seeing eye to eye is one way to keep the discussion
healthy and productive. Keep in mind that even if the other person has a different
opinion, it does not mean that they don't deserve to be respected and treated fairly. 
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Avoid resorting to name-calling or using derogatory words. You want to be in control of
the situation. It is possible to show acceptance of their opinion without agreeing with
what they are saying. You do not want things to get out of control and escalate into a
verbal fight, or worse. 

If you find yourself having a hard time respecting the person, then walk away. You may
disagree with their opinions, and not like their beliefs at all. You do not have to be
friends with people whose views are strongly at odds with your core beliefs.

Agree To Disagree
Finally, agreeing to disagree is one of the healthiest ways to discuss disagreements
with another person. Admitting that you may never agree with their opinions does not
mean they have cowed you to silence. 

It simply means that you respect the other person's views while still firmly holding your
ground. Disagreements can be unavoidable. However, we can be smart about how we
handle people who disagree with us all the time. 

Strive to remain respectful and calm and listen to them the way you also want to be
listened to.
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How Do You Deal with Someone Who Asks Too 
Many Questions?

 
Some people have a habit of asking too many questions in almost every conversation. 

If you are the one being asked, and you feel like telling all, that is fine. 

It is your choice to share. 

However, if you do not want to it can be extremely annoying. They may not realize
that you think they are asking too many questions, to the point of being rude. For
these types of people, it feels normal to enquire, and they love to indulge their
curiosity. 

Some others are just lazy in finding the answers to their questions, and it can get on
your nerves. You have no obligation to divulge to anyone your personal information or
to answer all their questions.

If you are socializing, you want to maintain good etiquette, to avoid offending
someone or appearing rude yourself. If you are not comfortable answering their
questions, especially if they are prying into your personal life, you can try the following
strategies. 
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Divert The Topic Away From You
If the person is only an acquaintance and someone you don’t know very well, you may
not want to be giving away any personal information. If you do not know their motives,
distract their questioning about yourself by changing the subject of the conversation. 

Make the topic general. For example, talk about current news instead. 
 

Change The Tone of Your Voice and Be Direct
A more direct approach is to change the tone of your voice, one that discourages their
questioning and is more forceful in your reply. For example, you can say you are not
comfortable answering their questions because it is too personal, or too painful for
you. 

You can also comment that you do not like to answer because the answers are private
and you want to keep them that way. If they insist, take a firm stand and restate your
unwillingness to go on with the conversation. Remind yourself that you don’t owe
anyone any explanation about you or your life.

Answer With Humor
Making humorous answers to nosy questions is an effective way of keeping the
conversation light and courteous. You can say something like, ‘Is this an interrogation,
or am I free to go?’ then give a little laugh. 

If the person is smart enough, they will get the point. They will realize they have
overstepped the mark and leave you alone.
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Do Not Tell Lies - Telling Lies Only Hurts You
Even if it is tempting to make up stories so the questioning person will be satisfied with
the juicy gossip, do not do it. Lies will only come back and bite you. Your reputation is
worth more than a lie or two. If you feel the person is intimidating you with questions,
simply say, ‘Sorry, it is none of your business.

Tell The Truth
So, we just said, do not tell lies, but you can tell the truth if you are happy to answer
their questions. Nosy people, who cannot mind their own business, will look for ways
to uncover the truth. If you are comfortable with telling them so they get their facts
straight and do not make it up, then give them an honest answer. 

The truth can satisfy many curiosities and stop a lot of questioning. If you show
sincerity, they will feel like you are not hiding anything and they may stop further
questions.

Your Personal Boundaries Are Yours - Keep Them In Place
Everyone has their set boundaries. Since we have unique personalities, we also have
different levels of tolerance and what we feel comfortable with regarding sharing. If
you feel like they are asking too many personal questions, let them know you are not
comfortable and that you would not pry into their personal affairs.
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Prepare Your Answers In Advance
If there are questions that people continually ask you, such as ‘Why are you not
married?’ or ‘Why aren’t you working?’ or ‘Why do you not do this…?’ These incessant
questions can not only be awkward but also extremely frustrating. 

Prepare an answer you are comfortable with so you can deal with the same types of
inappropriate questioning.

Answer Questions Vaguely
This strategy is most suitable if you are dealing with narcissistic or manipulative
people. These people are the ones who are seeking all the juicy personal gossip they
can find and use against you.

If it is unavoidable to interact with them, make your conversation non-stimulating and
answer their questions vaguely, so that they will think you are boring (which they
probably already do anyway), and they will eventually lose interest. 

In Summary
It is hard to be around someone who asks too many questions, especially if you value
your privacy regarding your personal life. Hopefully, the above strategies will help you
to avoid this problem. 

Just remember, only some people care, which may be why they are asking you
questions. Some may be asking out of curiosity and are just simply annoying. 

Unfortunately, there are others you have to watch out for. 
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How Do You Deal with Someone Who Does 
Not Like You?

 
Sometimes we experience having a dislike for someone, either for several reasons or
for no reason at all. 

However, it can feel uncomfortable when we find out that we are the person who is
disliked by someone else. 

What do you do if someone feels this way about you? 

You can just ignore them if they are only acquaintances, but if they are close to you
such as a relative, business associate, or one of your workmates, it can be
disheartening and painful to your self-esteem. It can create stressful and unpleasant
situations or misunderstandings because you may tend to disagree on things.
Therefore, figuring out how to deal with someone who does not like you is necessary
to keep things under control.   

What Can You Do When Someone Does Not Like You?
You do not need to get approval from everybody in your life. It is just not going to
happen. So do not let anybody bring you down. Let go of insecurity and only worry if
many people in your life do not like you. Always remember that nobody is perfect, so
just be you. 
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You do not have to be everybody’s friend, so it is up to you to decide if it is worth your
effort to try to change things. If the person is valuable to you, you will have to work
harder. However, if you try and things do not change, let them go. Or you can try
some of these approaches. They may help you determine which way to handle the
situation.

Make An Honest Self-Assessment
Before concluding that someone does not like you unjustifiably, evaluate yourself first.
Maybe there are valid reasons. Do you have any unpleasant habits or do you do
vulgar or insensitive behaviors that turn them off? Most often, people see other
people’s weaknesses and not their own. So be honest! 

You can ask for advice from people close to you and whom you trust to see if you
overvalue yourself and how you might need to change. Asking for advice rather than
feedback will protect your ego. Hopefully, they will give you constructive criticism
instead of an evaluation that hurts your self-esteem. 

You may be encouraged to admit a mistake and apologize. If this is the case and your
apology is not accepted, forgive yourself and make the effort to change for the better.

Be Careful What You Say and Reveal To The Person
Avoid giving sensitive information that can hurt your reputation because people who
do not like you like you will love finding anything juicy to gossip about you. They may
use anything negative you say or do to hurt you.
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Have A Heart-To-Heart Talk
If you have no idea why someone does not like you, ask them and listen. Do not
interrupt or defend your poor emotions. Be quiet and listen. Show you genuinely want
to know their reason. You can change how they feel about you if you respect them
enough by listening. If the person matters to you, explain your side after, if they ask
you, and avoid talking harshly and defensively.

Disengage From A Confrontation
This applies to a situation where the person may hurt you intentionally and the
situation is likely to escalate out of control. Refuse to be bullied. Sometimes we just
rub people up the wrong way! You may say things that offend or annoy them
unintentionally, and vice-versa. Disengaging is a way of regaining control if there is
nothing else to do to avoid any confrontation.

In Summary
If you feel down because you cannot get over people not liking you, focus your
attention on the things you love doing and on the people who accept and love you just
the way you are. Those people who care about you are worth caring about in return!
They also believe in you and can validate your self-worth and make you feel better.

However, try the above ways to see if they can help any situation. Above all, learn to
like yourself first. If you do not love yourself, how can you expect others to? Develop
your self-confidence so that no matter what people think of you, you are happy on the
inside and people have a positive view of you on the outside!
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How Do You Deal with Someone Who Constantly 
Bullies You?

 
As a kid, it is easy to spot a bully in the playground. We can then usually run and hide
if we want to! 

However, adult bullies usually get away with their behavior simply because there is a
perception that as we mature, we should be able to handle things on our own. 

Adult bullies go beyond name-calling and locker-pushing that we may have
experienced in school. Bullying, whether it be in a school or workplace, is defined as
repeated, aggressive behavior that stems from either a real or perceived power
imbalance between the bully and the victim. 

The action of bullies are intentional and they intend to inflict physical or psychological
harm. Bullying can appear in many ways. It may be verbal, social, or physical. 

For example, verbal bullying includes name-calling or taunting. Social bullying can
make you feel as if you are being excluded or singled out. They may gossip about you
and cause you embarrassment. Physical bullying is any type of behavior that causes
physical pain.

Dealing with a bully is never an easy scenario, especially if they are in an authoritative
position. Seeing you flinch or cower is exactly what they want! So you have to stop
doing that. If they see you are affected by their behavior, they will enjoy continuing
their bullying habits. 
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Here is what you can do and how to deal with a bully when you need to.

Empower Yourself
You need to stop feeding their perceived power over you by claiming your own
personal power. Bullies look for targets whom they perceive as easy or weak. In their
minds, they wield power over their victims and they use that power to inflict harm. Do
not give bullies the upper hand.

The more you react, the more they continue so it is best not to give in to what they
want. But how can you do this? The best way is to avoid and ignore the bully as much
as possible. 

When you have to talk to the bully, use calm and unemotional words to convey that
you are neither interested nor affected by them. Empower yourself by being confident
and firm in your words. 

Be firm in your stance and keep your ego in check by showing that their words and
actions do not bother you at all and that you are not a victim of their bullying tactics.

Set Your Limits Early On
Bullies victimize people whom they believe are weaker than them. Once you begin to
feel like you are a target of their bullying, you can set your limits on what is appropriate
and inappropriate for you. 

Verbalize these clearly and firmly without being emotional to avoid getting caught in
their bullying trap. Explain why that specific behavior is a problem for you without
attacking them. 
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Separate Yourself From The Bully
If possible, avoid interacting with the bully. Avoidance strategies may include blocking
the bully on social media, or never being alone with the bully or their cohorts. You
should also come up with an escape plan just in case the bully tries to corner you. 

Take every opportunity to get away from them as much as possible. If you are caught
in an argument with the bully, walk away from the situation and seek help from other
people who can support you. Do not look back nor resort to stooping down to the level
of the bully. 

If The Problem Persists Get Help
If all these steps do not help you handle the bully, then it is time to escalate the
problem to someone who can help you out. Before you do, make sure that you have
properly documented the bully’s behavior as well as your attempts to resolve it on your
own. 

Some people might have a problem telling others about a bullying problem, however,
making others know about what is happening can offer relief from being bullied and
builds your support system.

In Summary
Dealing with a bully is never easy, but do keep in mind that how these people behave
is not your problem or your fault. Most of them have issues with self-esteem and
insecurities that they do not know how to deal with themselves. Some of them are
often being bullied by others, so this is their way of taking it out on others or feeling
self-empowered. Regardless of the cause of their behavior, empower yourself with
positivity, confidence, and kindness, and do not let yourself become the target.



mary@productiveleaders.com/www.productiveleaders.com

How Do You Deal with Someone Who Is 
Narrow-Minded?

 
Most people who are narrow-minded are not aware that they are. 

If a person is accused of being narrow-minded they may try to justify their behavior, as
they usually consider themselves to have high standards. 

These types of people usually believe they are always right and that you should listen
to them because they know! This is why they are unchanging in their opinions and find
it difficult, if not impossible, to change. 

Maybe we have all experienced being a little narrow-minded ourselves, as there are
some things we may believe to be right, even if they are not. Living in an imperfect
society, we often come across narrow-minded people and it can be difficult to accept
everything they say without going on the attack. 

So it helps to know how to deal with narrow-mindedness. If we do not learn, it can
hinder our happiness in life.

 

I
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·They do not listen to other people’s ideas, opinions, or suggestions because, in
their minds, they know it all and are always right. There is nothing for them to learn
if they listen to others. They think they are an expert on everything.

·They are biased or quick to judge without basis on a person’s physical
appearance or nationality. They always assume the person is a certain type, and
have their own criteria for judging.

·They easily get offended by other people’s perspectives or morals that are not
aligned with their own.

·They have habits that are physically and mentally unhealthy. These may be
addictions, or they may get too attached to ‘things’ they keep. They are afraid to
leave their comfort zone, unless they feel supported in their ideas, and they let
their habits control them.

·Have high levels of racial intolerance. Their narrow-mindedness expresses as
racism. They do not trust anyone who is ‘different’ to them. They refuse to accept
others as equals.

What Are The Undesirable Traits Of 
Narrow-Minded People?

To know if the people around you have this personality, evaluate them based on the
following. 

 

 

I
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Smart Ways To Deal With Narrow-Mindedness
You cannot easily change the ways of narrow-minded people, nor should you make it
your responsibility to do so. But you can smartly deal with their attitude with these
strategies.

Be Careful With Your Topics To Prevent Arguments
If you know the person because you are close to them, stay away from topics that may
spark criticism and contempt from them. If your tongue slips, keep away from
arguments. Just smile and thank them for their insights. Then change the topic of
conversation.

Display A Positive Reaction and Do Not Take Criticism Personally
This type of person is often full of negativity about the things they talk about. Try to
neutralize their comments by being upbeat and optimistic. No matter what they say,
reply based on the positive side or outlook of the subject so they will hopefully stop
being irrational, and stop criticizing.

Choose The Right Words Carefully
When talking to them, never ask for their advice or opinion. Even if you do not ask,
anything you say may instigate an opinion. After all, doesn’t everybody want to know
their opinion? No, but they think people do. 

So be careful in phrasing your words. If they misinterpret you, just ward them off by
saying you respect their point of view, but you did not ask for their opinion. 
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If there is a topic that a narrow-minded person dislikes and starts criticizing, if you
cannot walk away, stop them by telling them honestly that you do not want to hear
their criticism or opinion and that it is not open for discussion. 

Be Assertive and If Necessary, Leave
Narrow-minded people are resistant to change. Expect a strong opposition because
even if what you say is factual they will not listen to you. They are always right, not
you. Therefore, speak calmly while asserting your opinion. If you fail, concede for a
while, stop and leave to avoid friction.

If you have given your best efforts to convince them about something, for example,
more efficient ways of doing tasks, but still fail because they do not want to listen, give
them a break so they have time to think it over. 

Practice Open-Mindedness
If you think you are a little narrow-minded at times, avoid closing your mind to new
ideas, choices, and opportunities. Be more open-minded. Sometimes, it is the way to
know the truth you have been looking for.

If you do, you can develop a stronger and more flexible personality that is aimed at
positivity and harmony with others.

In Summary
Each person has a unique personality and you will encounter people in your life that
are narrow-minded. As difficult as it may be dealing with them, you have no other
option but to give it your best shot to communicate with them positively. Do not be
swayed by their negativity to avoid being a narrow-minded person yourself! 
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How Do You Deal with Someone Jealous of You?

Do you believe that jealousy is an emotional curse that people need to just get over? 

Unfortunately, for many, that is difficult to do, which is why we often have to deal with
people who are jealous of others, or ourselves.

If jealous people are not handled appropriately, it may cause them to have ill feelings
toward you that can turn into hate and anger. 

If the person is close to you, your relationship with them will ultimately suffer the
consequences.

Signs That a Person is Jealous of You
Jealousy can display negative emotions, such as anger, bitterness, hostility,
inadequacy, insecurity, and resentment. The person manifests these signs towards
you, through blaming, criticizing, a feeling of distrust, fault-finding, having a quick
temper, acting suspicious, and throwing verbal abuse at you.

Jealous people are often hostile to those who have what they want and are unhappy
with their life. 

Finding ways to deal with a jealous person is advisable for your emotional and
physical health. Although the person concerned should address this unhealthy
emotion and its underlying causes, they often do not, as they feel they are justified
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However, there are positive measures you can do to tame their jealousy, such as the
following.

Give Them Importance
To have a positive conversation and to avoid jealousy, do not monopolize the
conversation about your happy or successful life. Avoid talking too much about
yourself because it triggers insecurities, even from good-hearted people. 

Jealousy is not inborn but becomes part of a person’s life because of unpleasant
experiences that drive their insecurities and low self-esteem. So, be sensitive to their
feelings. Jealous people feel important if you show genuine interest in them and their
lives too. 

They will not feel threatened if you show sincerity in feeling happy for them.

Ignore Their Negative Comments
Expect jealous people to give hurtful or insulting comments to make you feel bad,
angry, and hurt. Their jealous actions may dissipate and fade away if you keep silent,
ignore their insults, and just smile back. 

Remember, they are jealous of you for a reason. It may be something that deep down
you are very proud of, so do not hate them. Their jealousy may be recognized as
flattery if you look hard enough.
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Try a Direct Approach
Directly and calmly talk to the jealous person. Ask why they have a problem with you.
If you know what it is, ask them how you both could deal with it to rectify the situation.
If you let them reflect on the situation, they might respect your outspokenness and
improve their behavior towards you.

If they deny behaving vindictively, it would be better to avoid them and move on.
However, if the person means a lot to you, try working out the issues together, so they
end up not having jealousy issues with you. 

If it does not work out, you will know you did your best and not feel guilty if you decide
to distance yourself from them. You have to consider not only their welfare but yours
as well. 

So, if their jealous behavior towards you is challenging and stressful, limit the damage
it can cause to your emotional health by being physically distant. 

Always Keep a Positive Attitude
Smile and stay positive instead of responding angrily. Do your best to remain calm and
unaffected. The other person may have underlying issues unrelated to you, and minor
problems may trigger their jealousy. 

What if The Jealous Person Is Your Partner?
Some people thrive on drama in their relationships. These types of relationships are
not healthy! Unwarranted jealousy does not add spice to a relationship. 
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Jealousy from someone you love can be a sign or warning of their possessiveness.
They may want to control you and isolate you from your friends and family. It can
eventually lead to conflict and abusive behaviors. Being jealous does not mean they
love you. 

It means they do not trust you or care for you the way they should. Think wisely and
be careful in committing to someone like this, to avoid trauma and emotional damage
in the future.

In Summary
Dealing with a person who is jealous of you is not always easy and trouble-free. Their
jealousy can be like a disease that if not addressed can spread and become
overpowering. 

Fears and insecurities within the jealous person must be overcome to have a peaceful
co-existence with them. Remember, that no one can take away your peace and self-
worth unless you let them. 

So, deal with them using the tips above, if you can! 
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Conclusion
 

Managing difficult people is never easy, but it is an essential skill for success and
happiness in both personal and professional settings. 

By understanding the psychology of difficult people, learning effective communication
and conflict resolution techniques, and staying calm and focused in the face of
challenging behavior, you can turn even the most difficult situations into opportunities
for growth and collaboration.

Even more importantly, having this skillset, and even just knowing that you do will
massively reduce your stress levels. You can be more productive and happy, and far
less apprehensive and fearful.

Managing difficult people is not only about changing their behavior, it's also about
changing your own behavior and approach. By staying calm, empathetic, and solution-
focused, you can create a positive and productive environment that benefits everyone
involved.

 

 


